
BY MEGAN KAMERICK | NMBW SENIOR REPORTER

By one calculation, states will lose an estimated 
$23.3 billion in uncollected sales taxes from on-
line and catalog purchases in 2012.

In New Mexico, the total will be about $240 
million. That’s according to the National Coun-
cil of  State Legislatures. The NCSL worked with 
the National Governors Association to develop 
a Streamlined Sales & Use Tax Agreement, or 
SSUTA, in 2002. Since then, 24 states have ad-
opted the framework, which is designed to sim-
plify sales and use tax collection, particularly by 
retailers operating in multiple states.

New Mexico is not among those 24 states, but 
State Sen. Eric Griego, D-Albuquerque, is looking 

to change that. He will 
propose legislation in the 
2012 session to have the 
state adopt the stream-
lined regimen.

Griego said it’s an issue 
of  fairness to local busi-
nesses, and helping the 
state fi nd revenue at a 
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   States complying with the Streamlined 
Sales and Use Tax Agreement

   States working toward complying
   Non-sales tax states
   State taking no action toward complyingSource: National Council of State Legislatures

Violence sends Juárez fi rms to NM
BY KEVIN ROBINSON-AVILA | NMBW SENIOR REPORTER

Carlos Gonzáles expanded his 
industrial recycling business from 
Juárez to Chaparral, N.M., last year 
to escape the violence that has 
plagued the Mexican city for the 
past three years.

Gonzáles says he received nu-
merous threats from extortionists, 
who said they would kill him and 
burn down his Juárez-based busi-
ness, JBC International LLC, unless 

he paid them off. The latest threat 
came in February 2010, when a 
criminal gang demanded 50,000 
pesos, or about $36,000 at today’s 
exchange rate.

“After that last threat, I decided 
to move here,” Gonzáles said in an 
interview at his new recycling plant 
in Chaparral.

“I was tired of  all the tension,” he 
said. “I shut myself  in and stopped 
advertising to continue doing busi-
ness in Juárez. I basically worked 
under the radar to avoid problems.”

Gonzáles continues to run his 
Juárez operation, but lives in El 
Paso and spends most of  his time 
in Chaparral, where he opened a 
2,000-square-foot recycling plant 
in fall 2010.

Since then, he has encouraged 
two more Juárez-based recycling 

Legislators to push for online sales tax collection
SEE VIOLENCE 21

Collecting eCommerce taxes

SEE TAXES 21

(Left) Carlos Gonzåles, at his 
recycling plant in Chaparral. 
(Inset) Plastic scrap produced in 
the recycling process is ground 
into a crystal powder that 
Gonzåles sells to other compa-
nies.
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THE ONLY DOWNSIDE IS THE DESTINATION

WILL RARELY BE AS FUN AS THE DRIVE.

Test drive the 2012 Evoque. Motor Trend’s Sport/Utility of the Year.

Land Rover Albuquerque
Alameda just west of I-25

505.797.3600
LandRoverAlbuquerque.com

Land Rover Santa Fe
Across from the Auto Park

505.474.0888
LandRoverSantaFe.net

BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI | NMBW STAFF

When it came to fi ghting prostate cancer, 
researchers at the University of  New Mex-
ico Cancer Center decided to look at the 
spice turmeric. Used in Indian and Asian 
dishes, turmeric has long been known 
for its anti-infl ammatory and therapeutic 
qualities.

UNM researchers found that a compound 
in turmeric called curcumin could stop the 
growth of  prostate cancer cells in labora-
tory tests. But the natural compound can’t 
be absorbed by the body in great enough 
concentrations to slow or stop the growth 
of  cancer. So the researchers developed a 
synthetic version of  curcumin, which they 
call ca27. They believe it could lead to pros-
tate cancer-fi ghting drugs in the future.

“Curcumin has anti-infl ammatory and 
antitumor properties, but it is quickly ab-
sorbed in the body and has a low effect” 
against cancer cells, said Alexandra Faja-
rdo, a UNM biomedical sciences gradu-
ate student with a specialty in toxicology 
and biochemistry.

That’s where researcher Marco Bisoffi  
and others came in. They developed a syn-
thetic version of  curcumin that initial tests 
have shown can kill or slow the develop-
ment of  prostate cancer cells.

“Curcumin is the major ingredient 
in turmeric. We modifi ed the structure 
of  the natural product and created a 
library of  different molecules, and we 
screened a bunch of  them,” said Bisoffi , 
a UNM cancer researcher and assistant 
professor of  biochemistry and molecular 
chemistry at the university.

Bisoffi  and others screened the synthetic 
curcumin to test its effects in regulating 
what is called the androgen receptor. 

Androgens are compounds that help 
regulate male characterics. They include 
hormones such as testosterone, Bisoffi  ex-

plained.
Androgen receptors ab-

sorb hormones and other 
compounds, and help 
with the development 
and the function of  the 
prostate. They also play a 
key role in the formation 
and progression of  pros-

tate cancer, Bisoffi  added.
Current prostate cancer treatments work 

to limit the androgen receptors’ ability to 
take in androgens. However, the drugs 
don’t kill those receptors, and, over time, 
they can become immune to the drugs, Bi-
soffi  explained.

Radiation and chemotherapy treatments 
kill healthy tissue around cancer cells and 
can have negative side effects, Bisoffi  said.

The synthetic curcumin, however, can 
actually kill the androgen receptor.

“We were thinking, ‘Let’s get rid of  the 
androgen receptor.’ We have found that 
the ca27 gets rid of  the androgen receptor 
within hours, and works at low concentra-
tions and concentrations that should be 

achievable in an animal model or in hu-
mans,” Bisoffi  said.

The research is in its preliminary stages, 
and researchers will fi rst have to test it on 
animals before going into clinical trials 
with humans, Bisoffi  explained.

The research could prove valuable in fi ght-
ing prostate cancer, which is expected to kill 
nearly 34,000 men in the U.S. in 2011, ac-
cording to the National Cancer Institute. 

The Cancer Institute estimates that 
there will be 241,000 new prostate can-
cer cases in the U.S. this 
year. Of  those, 1,312 

will be in New 
Mexico, and 198 men in the state are pro-
jected to die from the disease this year.

More than 2 million Americans have 
the disease. The fi ve-year survival rates for 
early stage prostate cancers are high, the 
Cancer Institute said.

“This study pretty much begins to iden-
tify a potential mechanism to regulate the 
androgen receptor. It is giving us insight 
into how to regulate it and how to develop 
new targets for those pathways,” Fajardo 
said. 

“It opens up a Pandora’s box for us in 
that it has a lot of  potential and some inter-
esting avenues that it can go in.”

Bisoffi  said future research will look at 
fi nding more synthetic curcumin com-
pounds that can kill androgen receptors, 
rather than limit their ability to absorb 
hormones.

“We have to address the question of  
whether it does kill cancer cells and wheth-
er it does anything to normal cells,” Bisoffi  
added. “With conventional chemothera-
pies, the side effects are sometimes harder 
than the disease itself. The magic bullet 
would be to fi nd something” that can kill 
the androgen receptor, he said.
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Cancer researchers dig through 
spice cabinet for prostate cure

Bisoffi




